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2020 was a very dry and low-yielding year, with 20% to 30%
less crop, and the grapes were picked early. The 2020 Nicolas
Catena Zapata was produced with a blend of 54% Cabernet
Sauvignon, 25% Cabernet Franc and 21% Malbec, higher in
Franc than ever, for the first time more than Malbec, to
compensate the warm and dry conditions. The wine is ripe and
very peppery, with 13.9% alcohol and a pH of 3.64. It matured
in new and second-use French oak barrels for 18 months. It
was a healthy crop with concentration and ripeness, and the
wine comes through as powerful and quite classical, still a little
oaky, with power and balance.

About Wine Advocate

The Wine Advocate was a bi-monthly publication and Robert Parker Wine Advocate continues
this tradition, although articles and reviews are now published every week. The main goal is to
publish regionally focused reports, which mainly offer wine reviews of new wine releases, but
they also produce important vintage retrospectives and occasionally single-label verticals and
producer profiles. Since 2019, Robert Parker Wine Advocate has been a wholly owned
subsidiary of the Michelin Group.
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