
SHAW + SMITH
Balhannah Vineyard Shiraz 2017

94 POINTS

“Our last look at this wine was 15 vintages ago when it was
explained as a cool-climate style shiraz, a style most of the
world had been chasing ever since. Indeed it’s cool, but
complex, and 2017 is a great example of how cool the wine
can be. Heavy rains gave way to lesser amounts during the
flowering period, while the harvest was dry and long-ish
thanks to record low temperatures. The result is beautiful
acidity throughout this red shiraz. Balhannah Vineyard, loam
over clay, ironstone, quartzite, and shale, is tightly planted and
is coming into its own at a dozen years. Fragrant, stylish,
balanced, and swimming in bright red fruit and white pepper,
this is a wine you can savour for hours. There is a richness of
texture that finishes with an intriguing meaty, spicy note. No
rush to drink this. It is hand picked, sorted, and fermented as
whole berries and whole bunches, in open fermenters, with
minimal intervention. It spends 14 months in 500 litre French
oak puncheons and another 14 months in bottle before
release. Hats off to that treatment.

”
About Gismondi on Wine

Anthony Gismondi is one of North America's most influential wine critics. Both a writer and
broadcaster he is currently in his 25th year as wine columnist at the Vancouver Sun where his
twice weekly wine columns and videos are seen by one million readers a week. His
comprehensive and busy wine review websitewww.gismondionwine.com features over 20,000
tasting notes and attracts over a half million visitors a month from some 70 countries. He is also
the co-host of the longest running, weekly, wine and food show in Canadian radio: The Best of
Food and Wine. The show airs in prime time every Thursday evening from 6-7pm Pacific on
CISL 650am.
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