
CHAMPAGNE BOLLINGER
La Grande Année 2015

96 POINTS

“Bollinger's 2015 Brut Grand Année is an intriguing wine in that
is clearly reflects the decision to pick on the later side in order
to avoid vegetal notes derived from the mismatch of alcoholic
and phenolic ripeness. "Balance was hard to achieve in 2015,"
Chef de Cave Denis Bunner notes. "At 10% in sugar, the fruit
was simply not ripe. We had to wait to reach the optimal
window of ripeness." Bunner also opted to increase the
Chardonnay, so the blend is 60% Pinot Noir and 40%
Chardonnay, as opposed to the more typical 70/30 blend, with
more Verzenay than Aÿ in the Pinots. Dried citrus peel, sage,
menthol, sage, tangerine peel and spice build with some
coaxing. Light tropical overtones develop with aeration.
There's real density and textural richness here. This will be a
fascinating vintage to follow. Stylistically, it is the complete
opposite from the much more linear 2014 that precedes it.
Dosage is 8 grams per liter. Disgorged: May 2023.
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À propos de Vinous

Vinous is our vision of a modern-day wine media platform that places consumers inside the
conversation and encourages them to form their own opinions. Vinous brings together
professional reviews, the stories behind the wines and the perspectives of our readers in over
55 countries using multimedia and leading edge technology. We visit hundreds of wineries each
year, allowing us to offer unparalleled, first-hand insight into the world of wine. Since launching in
May 2013, Vinous has become one of the fastest growing wine content websites in the world.
Regular features include comprehensive reviews of new releases from the world's major wine
regions, vertical tastings and retrospectives, in-depth videos shot on location, Vinous Favorites -
our top picks under $25, Cellar Favorites - which features older wines, and Vinous Table, where
we profile our top eating and drinking destinations. In November 2014, Vinous announced
its acquisition of Stephen Tanzer's International Wine Cellar. Please also see the Frequently
Asked Questions.
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